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Lawrence Krauss thrives on controversy. A world-renowned
Canadian-American physicist, he has dedicated his life not
only to unraveling the mysteries of the universe, but also to
challenging the comfortable illusions that society clings to. He
is not one to ask questions without answers—and his answers
are unsettling. “The purpose of education is to make you
uncomfortable. If you're not uncomfortable, you're not
learning,” he says. In a world where ideological conformity is
confused with moral virtue, Krauss stands as a challenge,
exposing the absurdities that pervade academia and threaten
intellectual freedom.

Our conversation begins with a typical Krauss demonstration: he
pulls out a deck of cards and then guesses which ones I have chosen.
Irritated by his precision, I insist on moving on to the universe, his
subject of study. Krauss is the man who claimed that the universe
could have come from nothing, that everything we see—every star,
every galaxy, every atom—could have emerged from a state of absolute
nothingness.

His book A Universe From Nothing has shaken many believers
because it not only questions the existence of a divine creator, it

https://archive.is/YdIMm

\ . \\\\\‘\"1 I. f‘l// '/4
- Y

é

Inna
Shevchenko

The Ukrainian blonde who,
since 2010, has been running
topless and with posters in
front of powerful men
around the world. She was
arrested, kidnapped and
tortured by the secret
services of Eastern Europe.
After cutting down an 8-
meter wooden cross with a
chainsaw in the center of
Kyiv, Ukraine, exiled in
France, she created
international branches of the
FEMEN movement, studied
at Sciences Po and advised
the G7 on equality. In 2015,
an Islamist terrorist
interrupted her speech at a
conference in Copenhagen.
She says she did all this to
be able to work for Charlie
Hebdo .
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renders the concept of divinity obsolete. "The universe is the way it is,

whether you like it or not," he responds to those who are offended.

Neutrality towards religion

Krauss, however, is not on a crusade against religion. “I’m not here to
destroy God. I'm an apathetic person. God is irrelevant to me,” he
explains. He is proud that his work, which he describes as not “useful”
in the traditional sense, contributes to a broader understanding of
humanity’s place in the universe. As a public intellectual, he
compares science to art, music, literature—all human activities that
exist not to be useful, but to make us see the world differently. “What’s
the point of a Picasso painting?” he asks. “I want to create that joy;
that wonder, and that questioning with science.”

Yet Krauss acknowledges that in
today’s academic world, the
spirit of inquiry seems to be
losing ground. Universities, once
bastions of free thought, are
becoming places where
ideological conformity is
demanded. The physicist sees the rise of “critical social justice” or
“woke thinking” as an insidious form of ideological rigidity—an
ideology that, however well-intentioned, stifles debate and imposes
conformity under the guise of progress. “Today; you can lose your job
for saying, for example, that sex is binary. That’s a clear scientific fact,
but it becomes dangerous to state facts that contradict certain

ideologies,” he says. Another striking example of intellectual failure,
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he says, is the claim that mathematics is inherently racist. “When
empirical evidence and the scientific process are ignored, the
Enlightenment is under attack,” he says. For Krauss, the
Enlightenment is not just a historical period, it is the foundation of
modern civilization. "The principles of critical thinking, questioning,
and reasoning based on evidence are essential not only for science, but
for the survival of any free society."

The question of social struggles

In discussing threats to intellectual freedom, I point out to Krauss that
rejecting everything outright as a rejection of “woke ideology” risks
undermining important social struggles. We have different views on
gender inequality in science. “If a field or department doesn’t exactly
fit the general demographics of society, the assumption that sexism or
racism is the cause is absurd, because there are many other factors
that explain why men and women choose to do things.”

I also ask Krauss about the controversy he found himself embroiled in
in 2018, when he was accused of inappropriate behavior toward
women—allegations that led to his resignation from Arizona State
University, though no charges were filed. Krauss has vigorously
denied the accusations, placing them in the broader context of the
#MeToo movement, a movement he sees as both necessary and
dangerously prone to excess. “The idea that you always have to believe
the accuser is degrading to women. Does that mean women aren’t
smart enough to lie?” he argues, surprising me with the kind of
candor that has become his trademark. For Krauss, the decline in
recourse to due process and the increase in “trials” brought by public
opinion are symptoms of the same ideological rigidity he fights in
academia.

ALSO READ:
"in search of lost time", by marcel proust in search of lost space

Krauss sees the left’s self-destructive tendencies as a significant factor
in the current political climate, with right-wing figures like Donald
Trump and Elon Musk exploiting cultural grievances. “The left always
seems to shoot itself in the foot,” he continues, worrying that this
dynamic is eroding trust in liberal institutions. Krauss is deeply
concerned about the future of free speech. “I'm 70 years old now, and
I've never been more worried about free speech than I am today,” he
says. He sees the current threat as more pernicious than ever, with
attacks from both the left and the right, combined with the insidious
spread of misinformation and the decline of empirical evidence as a
foundation for public discourse. The scientific process—based on
critical thinking, questioning, and verification—is crucial, he sees,
not only for scientific progress, but also for the proper functioning of

public policy and democracy.
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